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he wrote his Description of England, published in 1577.
Mineral coal was still unpopular for household use in
1554 when the Venetian envoy, Soranzo, wrote an
account of England, in which he says : ' In the north
towards Scotland they find a certain sort of earth,
almost mineral, which burns like charcoal and is exten-
sively used by blacksmiths, and but for a bad odour
which it leaves it would be yet more employed, as it
gives great heat and costs but little.' * Even late in
Elizabeth's reign the more old-fashioned and dainty
ladies would not go into a room where sea coal was
burnt or eat meat cooked with that fuel; but that by
that time it was in fairly common use in less fastidious
circles is evident from the speech which Shakespeare
puts into Dame Quickly's mouth : ' Thou didst swear
to me upon a parcel-gilt goblet, sitting in my Dolphin
chamber, at the round table, by a sea-coal fire, upon
Wednesday in Whitsun week.' 2 The reign of Elizabeth,
therefore, when the great increase in the demand for
house coal, coupled with a rise in the price, resulted in
a rapid expansion of the industry in all parts of the
country, marks the end of the mediaeval period of coal
mining and the initiation of a new epoch with which
we are not concerned.
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